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 City of Commerce, GA 
“A City on the Right Track” 
Self-Guided Historic Walking Tour 
Regan Everett and LynDee Winterton 
The Town Then:  
• Originally founded as Harmony Grove in 
1808, renamed Commerce in 1904 
 
• Industry through 1900s: agricultural 
activities (corn, wheat, potatoes, 
apples, peaches, and cotton). 
 
• Railroad came in 1876 
 
• Lamartine Griffin Hardman, Governor of 
Georgia from 1927-1931 
Location: North Georgia foothills, Jackson County 
Background Information 
Background Information 
The Town Now:  
• Historic downtown: collection of 
19th and  20th century 
commercial and residential 
buildings adapted for reuse 
• The historic district was listed on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1988.  
• The people of the town are 
excited about preserving their 
history and sharing it with others 
through a historic downtown 
tour.  
The Project: Original Material 
Original walking tour 
developed c. 1980s 
 
Partial update within last 5 
years (left unfinished) 
- Editing 
- Photos Missing 
- History vs. Architecture 
- Walking vs. Driving 
- Level of Significance 
 
 
 

The Project: A Day in Commerce 
Some observations: 
- Condition of Buildings 
- Attitude of People 
- Location of Town 
- Heritage Tourism Potential 
 
Our day in Commerce: 
- Took the current walking tour 
- Interacted with local residents with long-standing ties to 
community 
- Library Genealogy Room – researched local history and 
prominent names 
The Project: Next Steps 
Long-term Plan: 
- Re-structure – walking downtown tour and extended/ 
architecture driving tour 
- Editing 
- Content development – find the stories 
- Interviews with local business owners 
- Pictures 
- A finished product… 
- Natalie Thomas, City of Commerce CCA/Mainstreet Manager 
- Sandra Haggard, City Clerk 
- Jennifer and Katherine Sanders, Sanders Furniture 
- Susan Rice, Commerce Public Library 
- Angel Tuggle, Commerce Public Library  
Thank You 
